
For iraiaediate release ,. , 'i:Af' ' ' ' -
April 13, 1939 ' ' ' f f f ' R - 2 5 1 

- ' U , S . DEPAETIvIET îT OF LAJ^OR 
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HOMEi-'TORK NOT PROEI.BITED .BY WAGE AND HOUR ACT ,-', 

E l n e r F , Andrews, A d n i n i s t r a t o r of t h o Yfege and Hour D i v i s i o n , t o d a y p o i n t e d 

o-ut t o homeworkers and t h e i r emp loy e r s t h a t t h e F a i r Labor S t a n d a r d s Act does n o t 

p r o h i b i t i n d u s t r i a l homo w o r k , -

"The Act makes no n e n t i o n of h o m e w o r k e r s , " s a i d t h e A d n i n i s t r a t o r , " C o n s e ­

q u e n t l y i t a p p l i e s t o t h i s c l a s s of v /orker e x a c t l y a s i t a p p l i e s t o a l l o t h o r e n ­

p l o y o e s of f i r n s o r i n d i v i d u a l s engaged i n c o n n e r e e or t h e p r o d u c t i o n of goods f o r 

commerce ," - ' ' ., 

" I n o t h e r w o r d s , a l l v /orkors so employed must b e p a i d a t a r a t e n o t l o s s t h a i 

25 c e n t s an h o u r , even thoug:h s u c h v/ork i s done on a p i e c e - w o r k b a s i s and i n t h e 

h o m e , " 

"The o v e r t i n e p ro -v i s ion of t h e Act r e q u i r i n g payment a t n o t l e s s t h a n t h e 

r a t e of t i m e and o n e - h a l f f o r a l l hoiors i n e x c e s s of 44 worked i n any one workweek 

a p p l i e s t o homework as w e l l a s work do?,ae i n a f a c t o r y , " 

, -.\ ' The s t a t e n e n t was i s s u e d t o d i s p e l n i s a p p r e h e n s i o n wh ich a p p a r e n t l y a r o s e 

f o l l o w i n g i s s u a n c e of r e g u l a t i o n s f o r keeping; r e c o r d s of i n d u s t r i a l homeworkers 

whici i became e f f e c t i v e A p r i l 1 , , , .. , v , ., 

The vol-jme of c o r r o s p o n d e n c e r e c e i v e d by t h e Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n a f t e r 

i s s u a n c e of t h e s e r e g u l a t i o n s d i s c l o . s e d t h a t t h i s n i s a p p r e h e n s i o n was w i d e s p r e a d . 

Many l e t t e r s f r o n f o r m e r honeworke r s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y had been e r r o n e o u s l y i n ­

f o r n e d t h a t honework no l o n g e r was p e r n i t t e d u n d e r t h e A c t , Many o t h e r l e t t e r s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t some e m p l o y e r s had r e q u e s t e d t h e i r form.er homeworkers t o p l e a d f o r a 

m o d i f i c a t i o n of t ho r e g u l a t i o n s , 

; , (945) 


